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Remaining skeleton crew evacuated from Holden Village 
Village empty and winterized 

 
UPDATE Chelan, WA - December 22, 2025. On Saturday, December 20 the remaining crew of 
eleven staff were safely evacuated from Holden Village.  
 
On the morning of Wednesday, December 17, six days after landslides destroyed FS 8301, the 
latest round of winter storms downed hundreds of trees in the Copper Creek Valley, where 
Holden’s diversion dam sends water to the hydroelectric plant. One of those trees destroyed the 
intake pipe for the penstock, the large pipe that routes water from Copper Creek into the plant. 
Efforts were made on Wednesday and Thursday to assess and repair the system, while the 
Village functioned on the back-up generator.  
 
Unfortunately, deteriorating conditions and severe winter weather made repair attempts 
increasingly risky. With Rio Tinto gone from the valley for more than a week and rising concerns 
from Chelan County EMS and USFS, the difficult decision was made to evacuate the remaining 
staff. The crew completed as many winterizing tasks as possible before departing. Discussions 
are now under way to assess how to safely care for the Village in the coming months. 
 
Holden Village is thankful to North Wind Aviation for safely transporting the final eleven Villagers 
to Field’s Point Saturday. We continue to be hopeful for Holden’s future and the resilience of this 
Beloved Community.  
 

### 

About the Village 

Located in the heart of Washington’s North Cascades Mountains, Holden Village is an iconic 
retreat center that offers visitors a unique opportunity to step into the wilderness to form and 
renew their relationship with God, the earth, and each other. Over the course of more than 60 
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years, Holden Village has been transformed from a copper mining town to a vibrant place of 
education, programming, and worship where everyone is welcome and embraced and invited 
into deepening renewal.  


