The biblical concept of Jubilee presents a vision for abundant life for all people - those within the community and those on
the margins. The effects of jubilee are many:
● Economic: cessation of debts; a community in which no one can be perpetually enslaved or excessively wealthy
● Environmental: stewardship of the land
● Communal: restoration of relationships
2022 is also the 60th anniversary - or Diamond Jubilee of Holden’s summer program.
Biblical references to Jubilee (all quotes from NRSV):
And you shall hallow the fiftieth year and you shall proclaim liberty throughout the land to all its inhabitants. It shall be a
jubilee for you: you shall return, every one of you, to your property and every one of you to your family. That fiftieth
year shall be a jubilee for you: you shall not sow, or reap the aftergrowth, or harvest the unpruned vines. For it is a
jubilee; it shall be holy to you: you shall eat only what the field itself produces.
In this year of jubilee you shall return, every one of you, to your property. When you make a sale to your neighbor or
buy from your neighbor, you shall not cheat one another. When you buy from your neighbor, you shall pay only for the
number of years since the jubilee; the seller shall charge you only for the remaining crop years. If the years are more,
you shall increase the price, and if the years are fewer, you shall diminish the price; for it is a certain number of harvests
that are being sold to you. You shall not cheat one. You shall observe my statutes and faithfully keep my ordinances, so
that you may live on the land securely. The land will yield its fruit, and you will eat your fill and live on it securely.
- Leviticus 25:10-19
The land shall not be sold in perpetuity, for the land is mine; with me you are but aliens and tenants. Throughout the land
that you hold, you shall provide for the redemption of the land.
- Leviticus 25:23-24
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me,
because the Lord has anointed me;
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed,
to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and release to the prisoners;
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor,
and the day of vengeance of our God;
to comfort all who mourn;
to provide for those who mourn in Zion—
to give them a garland instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning,
the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.
They will be called oaks of righteousness,
the planting of the Lord, to display his glory.
They shall build up the ancient ruins,
they shall raise up the former devastations;
they shall repair the ruined cities,
the devastations of many generations.
- Isaiah 61:1-4

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
- Luke 4:18-19

